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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



) 
) 

) EXAMINING GROUP 2627 

) Examiner: Heather IX GIbfos 
) Confirmation No. 1042 

CONTINGENT NOTICE OF APPEAL 

Mail Stop AF 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O, Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

On June 22, 2006, an Amendment After Final was filed in response to the final Office 
Action mailed February 24, 2006, in connection with the above-captioned patent application. 
On August 14^ 2006, the undersigned was advised by the Examiner that that application had 
been turned in for allowance and as reflected on that attached printout from PAIR, the 
application is shown as having a status of "Allowed — Notice of Allowance Not Yet Mailed/* 
However, when the Notice of Allowance was not received, several attempts were made to 
contact the Examiner without success and it was learned that the PAIR now indicates the 
status to be "Response After Final Action Forwarded to Examiner," Thus, it is unclear as to 
the status of the application based on applicants' response, for example, is the application 
being allowed or is a new Office Action to be expected? 

Therefore, since today is the last day of the six month statutory period set in the final 
Office Action mailed February 24, 2006, to cover the possibility that neither a Notice of 
Allowance or new Office Action is forthcoming, this contingent Notice of Appeal is being 
filed. That is, should neither a Notice of Allowance nor a new Office Action be issue or if for 
any other reason should a Notice of Appeal be necessary for this application to remain 
pending, then this paper should be considered as a Notice of Appeal with the requisite Appeal 
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Fee and the fee for any required further Extension of Time being charged to Deposit Account 
No. 50-2478(740 1 45-2 1 8). 



Customer No. 25570 

Roberts Mlotkowski Sc Hobbes P.C 

PO Box 10064 

McLean, VA 22 1 02 

Direct Telephone: (703) 584-3273 

DSSrkmm 



Respectfully submitted, 




United States Patent & Trademark Office 
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